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     The details of Ruth’s story were real-life events, with all the twists and turns.  All of the characters were real 
people and some of the events and situations found in the book of Ruth are no different than what happens in our 
lives. 

     Elimelech, Naomi, their two sons, Orpah, and Ruth were real people just like us, living life and making deci-
sions that do and then that don’t turn out so well. Much didn’t turn out at all like they had imagined when they 
talked about it around the table, and when they took the first step on the road to Moab.  No, it didn’t turn out like 
they had hoped  -- at all!  Everything went wrong.  

     Ten years later, there are those who remember the Elimelech family, and they can see the toll that it has taken on 
Naomi - 1:19.  At the end of the road, which led back to Bethlehem, Naomi was so bitter that . . . 

she is even willing to clearly announce that she is bitter - 1:20.  • 

she is willing to say it extensively to those around the town!  • 

she can’t even see the bright spot.  • 

     I kind of hoped that she would have said, “By the way, this is my wonderful daughter-in-law, Ruth.”  Surely 
Ruth was a bright spot amidst all that bitterness --  “You know what my daughter in law came back with me.  She’s 
been so positive about coming back with me!”
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“Where did the
two of you meet?”

 
     Have you ever been asked that question, person-
ally, or as a couple?

     If people living today are fairly typical of people 
over the years of time, I well imagine that Ruth was 
asked that question more than once.

     I’d asked that question, especially if I meet Boaz 
and Ruth as a couple!   Here, standing alongside this 
well respected and successful older man named Boaz, 
was this younger lady named Ruth, who was also not 
Jewish.  In between the couple was this young boy 
who resembled both of them.  I imagine that Boaz 
was asked often by those who were strangers to all the 
events which had taken place in Bethlehem-Judah in 
recent years.  

“Boaz, is this your sister?  Introduce me to her.”

or before those words could be spoken

“My name is Boaz, and this is my lovely wife, Ruth 
and our child Obed.”

“How did you two meet?”   

It might well have begun . . . 

Ruth: “It was the summer of barley season . . . .”

If life and living then were much like today, I imag-
ine Ruth told that story a good number of times. She 
would start out maybe like this . . . .

Ruth: “Well, it really all began when I first arrived in 
Bethlehem-Judah and . . .

“Oh, so you’re not a Bethlehemite.  Where did you 
come from?”

Ruth: “Well I’m somewhat connected to Bethlehem-
Judah through the Elimelech family who has an 
inheritance in the land.”
 

     Things fall apart which we didn’t imagine.  We 
did not think that this would happen!  People do 
that.  They can they get so bitter because it just 
didn’t turn out like they imagined.  It didn’t turn out 
like they hoped and they get so bitter and they can’t 
even see that God is still in it.  “Look you have 
Ruth!  She stayed with you!  That had to be the 
bright spot of your day!?” --  but it wasn’t.  All the 
emotions, fears,  anxieties, and concerns overwhelm 
her sight. 

     They have arrived in Bethlehem and it’s the 
beginning of barley harvest (1:22).  That’s the first 
clue that indeed things have changed from the days 
of their leaving.  The rumors were correct (1:6) and 
the famine had ended.  Apparently many others did 
not flee to Moab or other lands and found it possible 
to work their way through the famine which was the 
impetus for Elimelech departure. 

     At the very beginning of chapter two, the read-
er’s mind is now directed to a critical family rela-
tionship.   The first words of this change in the flow 
of the narrative identify a kinsman on her husband’s 
side.  Prior to this, there is no mention by Naomi of 
any family members.  Naomi is only reminded of 
his name, existence, and relationship to her family 
only after . . . . 

Ruth takes steps to support the family through • 
gleaning
Ruth “trips” across his very productive field• 
Ruth learns of his name after she began her • 
gleaning
Ruth is personally engaged in a conversation • 
with him 
Boaz himself showed an interest in Ruth• 
Ruth returns home with such great abundance  • 

Had not . . . . 
Ruth haped upon that field• 
Ruth stayed and worked in that field as long as • 
she had (see Ruth 2:7)
Boaz asked his servant• 
The servant of Boaz known who she was• 
Boaz admired what Ruth had done in coming to • 
Bethlehem
Boaz shown that interest in Ruth• 

Naomi’s life might have remained as “bitter” as it 
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Nevertheless, when I first arrived, I began working . . . 
well not really working, I was gleaning and . . .”

“Gleaning?   Gleaning is for those who have no means 
of support.”
Ruth: “We had no means of support so . . . 

“We?”

Ruth: “Well I was gleaning to provide for both me and 
my best friend Naomi, who is my mother-in-law and . 
. .

“Mother-in-law?  Were you previous married - 
divorced?”

Ruth: “Yes, I was married, and my mother-in-law, 
Naomi . . .”

“Do you have any children?”

 Ruth: “No, I didn’t have any children before my hus-
band died, when we were living in Moab!”

“Living in Moab? . . . Husband died?  Aren’t you a 
Jewess?”

Ruth: “I am a Jewish Moabite proselyte who came to 
Jehovah . . .”

“You are a Moabite!  Really! How did you come in 
contact with the Elimelech family?”

“Well, I wasn’t there, but Naomi tells me that when 
the famine hit that the family sat around the table and 
talked about what steps they should take.  The sugges-
tion was made that they go over the Jordan, into the 
land of the Moabites, to wait out the famine.  

Ruth: “It was in Moab where I met Chilion, and we 
got married.

Ruth: “Years later, the three of us . . . . 

No, don’t ask!

. . . . the three of us . . . . All of our husbands died. . . .   
the three of us decided to move to Bethlehem-Judah. 

Initially, my sister-in-law left with us but then she 
changed her mind.  Nevertheless,  I came alone with 
Naomi.”

It was the beginning of barley season (1:22).  I began 
gleaning in an “unknown-to-me” field that first barely 
season.  That is where and when my “now-husband” 
Boaz first noticed me.  After gleaning through the 
barley season, I continued into the wheat season of 
my first year in Bethlehem-Judah.  It wasn’t until a 
year later, into the next barley season (2:1), that the 
direction of our repeated “gleaning acquaintance” 
took a sharp turn.”

     I am married to Boaz today.  And both Naomi 
and I have a very comfortable life.  However, when 
we first returned, we came back to virtually nothing.  
While in Moab, everything kept spiraling downwards 
over a period of ten years.  Everything had seemingly 
unraveled in all of our lives! 

     Naomi told me that in Israel when you lose all the 
men in a family, you lose your inheritance in the land.  
That there is no “Promised Land of Inheritance” for 
that family any longer.  She discouraged us from 
coming to Bethlehem and encouraged both of us to 
stay in Moab and find another husband.

     While we were traveled over those days, she gave 
me a brief history lesson about Israel.  The land was 
divided by tribe.  That division was all designated 
based on the husband’s lineage.  And if your husband 
dies and you have no sons, you lose your stake in the 
land, you have no real future!  Nevertheless, Naomi 
wanted to come back to Bethlehem and I wasn’t go-
ing to let her do that alone.

     As we were walking back to Bethlehem over a 
number of days, Naomi kept describing what Bethle-
hem was like when she left, and what to expect, since 
I had never been in the land of Israel, no less what 
she described to me as a very small, and an “every-
one-knows-each-other” kind of city.”

“Hello, my name is Boaz,  . . . this is my wife 
Ruth, and our son Obed.”

“How did the two of you meet?”
 “It was the summer  of barley season . . . . “
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was when she walked back into Bethlehem.  

     It surely was not the memory or actions of 
Naomi that was going to change anything upon 
returning back home.  Rather it was the Lord work-
ing through two or three others - Ruth, Boaz, & his 
field foreman.

     Then, the reader is quickly told that Elimelech’s 
relative or kinsman was a mighty man of wealth!

An Interesting Part of the Sketch Being Drawn• 
A Critical Characterization of Boaz In The Flow • 
of the Story
A Potentially Life-Changing Imagery for Ruth • 
& Naomi’s Futures
A Quintessential Description of One Who Will • 
Be Their Earthly Savior

 
“Now that we have that detail concerning his poten-
tial resources in place,” says the writer . . . quickly . 
. . let’s get back to the story - Ruth 2:2. 

     Ruth then is the one who says to Naomi, “ Let 
me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn.”  
Perhaps there is someone who will be kind and 
favorable to me gleaning in his field.  That “prayer” 
of Ruth may not be fully grasped.  

     In what day were they living?  
In the days of the judges, where every man • 
did what was right in their own eyes!  There is 
nothing in the culture that makes this a time of 
community concern and/or compassion.
Add to that the impact of the recent famine • 
which would have only contributed to the selfish 
spirit of the times.  
And it would fair to wonder whether or not • 
God’s people were even obedient to the laws of 
gleaning during the days of the judges.

 
     Ruth has . . . 

little to no idea as to what gleaning practically • 
involves in the land of Judah
little to no indication as to which direction is the • 
best direction  - north - east - south - west?
no map to show her where the various farms in • 
the area are located
no list of whose field might be the most advan-• 
tageous
little to no idea what she might encounter when • 
she begins gleaning

little to no idea of what the yield might be by • 
the end of this, her first day

     In Ruth’s mind, spirit, heart, soul, psyche, judge-
ment she is just “walking.”  
     
     Nothing supernatural is happening!

     Ruth is just making . . . . 
normal• 
ordinary• 
run of the mill• 
plain, and • 
reasonable decisions • 

. . . . as she makes her first decision as to her initial 
direction and then the multiple decisions as she 
walks and arrives in the field of someone’s farm.  

Who is the master of the farm?  -- No idea.  • 
Is this the right decision or should she keep • 
walking? -- No idea.  
Will this field yield me what we need to make • 
a meal for the two of us tonight when I return?  
-- No idea.  

     But at the end, she settled on this field and had 
no idea of what this “serendipitous” and “subjec-
tive” choice would yield . . . .
  - by the end of the day 
  - or by the end of her stay! 

     Ruth “got lucky,” huh?  
     The word “lucky” carries the idea of “random 
chance.”  She and Naomi will realize at the end of 
her first day that he decisions were not anything 
close to what the word “luck” means!  

     The fortunate turn of events was God’s grace and 
guidance -- “And Naomi said unto her daughter in 
law, Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left off 
his kindness to the living and to the dead.” - Ruth 
2:20

     Ruth’s “hap was to light on part of the field” -- 
“It just so happened” that she ended up at the farm 
of Boaz, that wealthy and successful landowner.  

     Now how is that for a “miracle?”  No, it wasn’t 
a miracle, just God gracious providence through the 
decision-making and subjective judgment faculties 
of a young lady who did . . . .
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What If You Were There?
    If it is me, I’m thinking . . . 

I’ve never done this before.  This is a culturally • 
Jewish practice and law.  Now remember what 
Naomi said, “Stay in the corners of the field.”  I 
hope I know where the corners are.”

This land is so different from Moab.  I should • 
have paid more attention in geography class 
or when I was a “Girl Scout”.  This is so com-
pletely new to me -- moving to a new area 
of the country is hard.  What are the primary 
roads?  Am I on a side-road or just a well-worn 
path.  I hope this doesn’t turn into a dead end?

Where are the farms?  Does someone have a • 
map of the various lands and landowners in the 
area?  I could use a good block & plot tax map?

I’m sure there are farms and there are FARMS.  • 
Which farm would be most advantageous to 
spend my day gleaning and how far do I have to 
walk to find and get to that it?  

I hope that I don’t end up at some dud of a field • 
-- If it is, what do I do then -- where do I go 
next?

I guess I just walk into a field and if I’m not • 
welcomed, I well-imagine I will find that out.  I 
hope they only yell at me and pray that some-
one don’t get physical about it.  

I wonder if there will be other “gleaners” in • 
the field with me, hopefully already gleaning 
before me.  But then I don’t want too many 
other “fellow-gleaners” because they are prob-
ably experienced at this and I will have little to 
nothing in my basket.

How much should I gather -- enough for the • 
day?  It is my first attempt.  I had better just get 
something for a day or so and hustle back home 
since this is my first day.  

Maybe I should have brought a bigger, no a • 
smaller basket.

what she should, • 
with what she could, and • 
in a spirit which was commendable• 

. . . . that would lead her to where God wanted to 
place her!  Ruth is exercising her freewill.

     When I say “free will” I mean that Ruth is just 
making common ordinary decisions just like we 
do every day of our lives.  That is illustrated in the 
many decisions and actions of Ruth . . . . 

At a particular time in the morning, determined • 
by the same events and details that determines 
the time we leave our homes.

Ruth walks out of the house, basket in hand, to • 
go gleaning for the day and she has to make a 
choice that left or right . . . .  I guess I’ll go . . . 
that way. 

As the road twists and turns through the coun-• 
tryside and among the countryside farms, Ruth 
again makes a choice.

As she sees this field on the right, or the other • 
one on the left, she makes a choice to ??? for 
what reason??? -- Maybe she should travel yet 
even further down the road?

What determines how long she is going to • 
glean?  If the results of her labors are abundant, 
should she keep going at it, or “This is a good 
amount - time to go back home.”

     Ruth is not making any knowledgeable or cal-
culated decisions based on something she knows 
about gleaning, the owner of the farm, the person of 
Boaz, his possible or time of arrival, or her potential 
success.  

      Rather, Ruth is just making decisions based on 
her best thinking, feelings, intuition, the time of the 
day, the distance to and back home, and/or common 
sense.  

She is evaluating.  • 
She is looking at this and that field.  • 
She’s looking at this and taht• 
She is thinking . . . . • 

- this way or that direction 
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- this field and that field
- this is the way she should go, not that way.
- this is what I should say
- this is how I should respond 
- this is or is not enough for my first day

     If you were to ask Ruth, “Are you going the right 
direction?”  She would probably answer much like 
us . . . .

“I think so, but I am not certain.  I’m just 
walking and making the best and most righ-
teous and reasonable decisions I can make.”

And . . . she ends up in a field, operating . . . .
completely due to her own willful choices • 
within the full freedom of her own subjective • 
spirit, emotions, and thinking.  

There is absolutely no coercion. • 
There’s no compulsion.  • 
There’s no force.  • 
Everyone in the pages of this story is just acting • 
freely.  

And then as you read the account . . .  what hap-
pens?   . . . . . (don’t miss the word “behold”)

“And behold Boaz came from Bethlehem.” 

     Why the word “Behold?” -- Because the reader 
is being told that there is something unusual about 
the event and/or its timing!  Whatever was the rea-
son for the wrtier saying -- Note this! . . . 

. . . “Behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem” on just 
the right day and at the right time.

     You look at all the events of life and living that 
happen every day in our lives that direct and redi-
rect our actions, no less in the days of a rich land-
owner, yet Boaz shows up at the field where Ruth is 
gleaning, and he asks the servant, who was set over 
the reapers, “Who is that young lady out there who 
is gleaning.”

     Seemingly, what caused Boaz to decide to talk 
to her was his admiration for her decision to return 
back with Naomi, and her newfound faith in Jeho-

An AHA Moment!
     Some have called it an AHA moment, or a 
event that changed the course of one’s life.
     When you think about what had to have hap-
pened or what would have changed Boaz’s meet-
ing of Ruth, it is indeed a God moment.  Think 
about this moment . . . .

When did Boaz decide to go to the field that • 
day?
Did Boaz always go to that field?• 
Where there other fields which were part of • 
his “farm?”
Were there other responsibilities that could • 
have kept Boaz from visiting the fields on 
some days?
Did he visit his servants in the fields every • 
day?  If not, were there any reasons as to why 
he decided to do that this day?
Why did Boaz ask about the young lady who • 
was gleaning?  Did Boaz always show that 
same interest when arriving at his field?
Did curiosity play into his asking about the • 
young lady who was in the field gleaning?
Could something else have interrupted him • 
from arriving at that field that day? (A flat tire 
on his chariot.)
What if Boaz had never visited that field, or • 
any field, that day?  (He had the sniffles and 
stayed home.)
How did Ruth stand out amidst the many • 
other “maidens” who were gathering the har-
vest? (Who? Where? It is someone out there!)
What if Boaz just popped in and out for a • 
brief moment? (Everything looks good. I’m 
out of here.)
What if Ruth was not visibly discernible be-• 
cause of distance or positioning?   
Would Ruth have gleaned as much had not • 
Boaz made it advantageous to glean in his 
field?
Would Ruth had returned to the same field in • 
coming days had not Boaz encouraged her to 
return only to his field?
What if the servant over the harvest had not • 
taken note of her, or known who she was? 
(Don’t know, not seen her before.)
What if the servant responded, “I don’t know • 
boss, should I go find out?”
What if the servant only learned her name • 
and not her connection to Naomi? (Just know 
her name is “Ruth.”)
What if Ruth only gleaned for a small or early • 
portion of the day?
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Which Is More Amazing?
     
Follow me for a moment . . . . 

     We could go through the pages 
of scripture and find wonderful and 
amazing accounts where God placards to 
the world His power through miraculous 
events.  

     We could point to the Red Sea -- 
WOW -  Look what the Lord does in 
guiding His people and leading the 
Egyptian army to their Waterloo in but a 
day and in only moments.  

     We could point to the ten plagues 
and highlight the tenth!  There was not 
a family untouched by the death angel 
throughout all the land of Egypt!

     We could point to the crossing of the 
Jordan or the battle of Jericho which 
was to follow.   Walls, feet so thick that 
chariots could ride on them, fallen by the 
sound of trumpets.

     However, if you want to see the 
greatness of the Lord’s power, can I say 
that the book of Ruth might demonstrate 
God’s power in a way that is equally as 
great, but it’s not by the miraculous or 
supernatural, but by the providential, yet 
so very natural, and ordinary movement 
of people.  

     The book of Esther shouts that reality 
equally as loud.  In both book, not one 
miracle that takes place. In the book of 
Ruth, there are no miracles and does not 
even say that the Lord directed Ruth.  

No visions• 
No dreams• 
No prophets• 
No ephod• 
Not even a well-placed individual • 
giving direction (cp. Genesis 37:15-
16)

     God’s people can get caught up with 
the miraculous ( cp. Gideon - Judges 
6:13).  The reality is that God works 
primarily through the natural, ordinary, 
plain, vanilla, common, run of the mill, 
matter-of-fact, colorless events of life.   
What could be more “colorless” than 
going gleaning in the early morning 
hours?

God takes the full freedom of one’s 
heart, the full free will of individuals 
and incorporates that along with His 
sovereignty.  I don’t have a clue as to 
how that works!  I do not know how 
they go together I just believe both.

I just know that God is able to have us to 
engage in freewill decisions . . .

just like everything that’s happening 
here in chapter two
it’s just plain subjective decisions which 
are being made
just like the decisions and judgments we 
make every day

. . . and works those decisions  . . . .

into His plans• 
alongside of His paths• 
together with His will• 
seamlessly into His aims• 
along with the unperceived • 
promptings of His Spirit
to also include the lives of yet many • 
others whom He is also directing
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vah.  In fact, it was that and more! It was also after talking to her personally that Boaz felt compelled to tell the men 
in the field not to bother her and to drop handfuls on purpose.  Nothing supernatural . . . . Just the natural makeup 
of a man named Boaz, for whatever reasons in his background, upbringing, education, and/or personality.  Maybe it 
was the fact that his mother was Rahab - - but that is a whole other story - - or is it?

     Boaz, as well as Ruth, were just making normal, plain, ordinary decisions.  Their decisions were like those of 
people living during that day, and people who were just like us --  operating in the realm of our free will.  If you 
talk to us  -- or if you talked to them  -- and asked if you felt like someone was pressuring you to do this-or-that, we 
would tell you --  not at all.  If you asked us why we choose to do this-or-that, we would probably say -- It was just 
what I thought was a good idea at the moment and I just did it.  Not sure why!  It’s just me.

     It was the Lord’s sovereignty, seamlessly flowing with human free will.  No sense of compulsion . . . no force . . 
. just our freewill . . . our freewill . . . 

of thought . . . • 
of our propensities . . . • 
of our personalities . . . • 
of our personal taste . . . • 
of our momentary thinking . . . • 
our emotional feelings of the moment . . .• 

. . . . and that’s why chapter two verse three says, “It just so haped.”  It just so happened that . . .
 

Ruth ends up there in  v this field of barley stalks.
Ruth is gleaning in a field  v with no calculations as to who owns it.
Ruth v  is even noticed by the field foreman and Boaz.
Ruth’s  v “Moab immigration story” is known by the field servant.
Ruth’s immigration story is  v already known by Boaz.
Boaz  v takes an interest in her  -- personally.
Ruth is picking up  v handfuls which were dropped on purpose!
Ruth is  v asked to join Boaz and his servants during and for lunch.
Ruth returns with an  v ephod of barley.
Ruth met v  a kinsman who will one day redeem the family farm.
Ruth met the man, who she had not idea  v she would marry.

. . . . because of the . . . 

normal ✗
plain ✗
common ✗
run of the mill ✗
nothing unusual ✗
vanilla events  ✗
every-day kind of ✗
ordinary ✗                    . . . events that fill our lives and also shape who we are.
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Moab!

     There was nothing good about being from 
the land of Moab.  You probably understand 
that the history of the Moabites history began 
during the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  
That connective fact kind of gives you a little 
hint as to nature of the Moabite tribes.

     Sodom and Gomorrah was being judged and 
destroyed by fire and brimstone from God.   Lot 
was told to flee with his wife and two daughters 
or you’re going to die in Sodom.  

Lot’s two sons-in-law mock and laugh at Lot’s • 
warning concerning the destruction of Sodom 
and remain in the city.
The “Lot family”  - dad, mom, and their two • 
daughters - had to be dragged out of Sodom.
Mrs. Lot looks back (saying in essence, “I’m • 
going to miss everything we had and enjoyed in 
that city) and she is memorialized into a pillar 
of salt.
Lot flees to the mountains with his two • 
daughters.
All three are holdup in a mountain cave.• 
Lot get’s drunk.• 
His two daughters conclude that their futures • 
are going end in a cave since they have no 
husbands and therefore no inheritance.
Unknown to Lot, his two daughters plot incest.• 
One of his daughters bears a child who fathers • 
the Ammonites.
The other daughter bears a child who fathers • 
the Moabites.
The Ammonites and Moabites move to the • 
other side of the Jordan and grow into two a 
great nations.

     The story of the Moabites really never gets 
any better, especially as it relates to the nation 
of Israel.  The Moabites were increasingly at 
odds with Israel.

     You might call to mind the account when 
the king of Moab became frightened about the 
fact that the nation of Israel was taking over so 
much real-estate.  So the king of Moab hires 
Balaam - Numbers 22:3 - to stand on a moun-
tain and curse Israel.  
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. . . . because our lives have been in His hands from 
birth and has continually shaped who we are, where 
we find ourselves, and what moves and motivates us 
-- His sovereignty, woven seamlessly with our wills, 
has directed our ways, and even midst some of our, 
and those of others, terrible decisions.

     When it looks like . . . 

the Lord is no longer directing our lives • 
the Lord has no reason to be graciously direct-• 
ing us in our lives
we’ve messed up this whole thing• 
our self-will has grabbed the steering wheel of • 
our lives and it’s no wonder that we are in a 
ditch
we have stubbornly pushed God’s hands off the • 
steering wheel
our lives are out of control• 
there is no one I even know who could help• 

 
. . . . and add to all that . . . we are living in the days 
of the judges, living in days when no one will care 
about our dire circumstances.

       Remember, Naomi didn’t even call up the name 
Boaz, a fairly close relative of her husband until 
Ruth mentions it when she returns home.)

     If it was me leaving the house that very first 
morning to began the hard work of gleaning in an 
unknown land, looking for an unknown field, and 
thinking about running into some unknown people, 
I might have easily absorbed some of the same 
thoughts of the hopelessness expressed by Naomi, 
who after-all was known to say,  

“Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for 
the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.

“I went out full, and the LORD has brought 
me home again empty. Why do you call me 
Naomi, since the LORD has testified against 
me, and the Almighty has afflicted me?” 

-- Ruth 1:20-21

     Nevertheless, “hopelessness” is not the picture 
which is painted when it comes to Ruth.  Seemingly, 
like many young believers, she seems to be buoyed 
by the freshness of her new found faith as she now 
comes into the land of promise and joins God’s 
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people.  This hot, sticky, sweaty, laborious, tedious, 
long day of gleaning in someone’s barley field has 
not affected her spirits and that is both obvious and 
recognized by Boaz as he talks to her and we are 
allowed by God to hear their conversation!

We know it, but Ruth doesn’t know it . . . . WOW!  
The Lord is going to introduce Ruth to . . . .

a fairly close relative on her husband’s side of • 
the family,
a relative with no heirs [because he has never • 
been immoral cp. Abraham/Ishmael or Judah - 
Genesis 38], 
a bachelor,• 
one who is a successful landowner • 
one who was rich even after the passing of a ter-• 
rible famine, 
one who does not reflect the spirit of the age• 
one who is godly• 

     To Naomi, and perhaps other looking on, it may 
look like that the Lord has abandoned her  . . . . . 
But He hasn’t!  Not in the least!  In fact the Lord is 
going to bless Naomi and Ruth far beyond all they 
could have imagined when they walked through the 
gates and into Bethlehem-Judah!

     God had positioned a man in the city of Bethle-
hem-Judah . . .

in the day of the judges, 
in a day when everybody is scrambling to 

survive, 
in a day when families were trying to get back 

on their own feet.  
in a day of unmistakable self-centeredness

     When Ruth and Naomi returned, over a decade 
later, there would be a man named Boaz who still 
had a heart, and who would follow the command-
ments of God concerning “gleaning.”  While many 
others, and perhaps most others, were doing what 
was right in their own eyes, Boaz was doing what 
was right in God’s eyes!

     And . . . God was going to do all the bringing of 
her into the arms of Boaz  . . . a like spirited man 
who as Ruth, who was just willing to show a heart 
of selflessness towards Ruth, and Ruth towards 
Naomi.

     There is no indications that Ruth made any 

     The king’s plan really didn’t work out very 
well.  Balaam and was never able to curse Israel.  
“For some reason” he couldn’t get those words 
of cursing out of his mouth.  In fact, the story 
all revolves around his trying to curse Israel and 
his inability to do anything but bless the nation 
of Israel.  Finally the king says, “What are you 
doing I ask you to curse them, and you are bless-
ing them?”  Balaam apologetically explains that 
he can not get such words of cursing out of my 
mouth, and then gives a suggestion to the king 
which Balaam believes will accomplish the same 
goal or taking out Israel.  

Balaam’s advice?
     If you want to take out Israel,  you get them 
to intermarry outside of the Jewish nation.  
Once they get their nationality watered down 
by mixing with pagan nations who worship 
other gods, you’ll solve that problem. 
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calculations as to the choice of fields, or that she thought that her gleaning would ever connect her to a man, no less 
such a man as Boaz.  She did not leave the house to go gleaning thinking, “I’m going to find myself a husband.”  In 
fact, not only did Ruth have no reason to ever imagine that one day she would marry the owner of this field, but no 
one else living in Bethlehem-Judah would have written such a conclusion to this story -- except the Lord!

     You know what the towns folk had to be saying at the end of this story!
How in the world did this come to pass? ✩

Gleaning turned into gold for her! ✩

Really -- from Moab to Mansions! ✩

I should have tried gleaning in that field instead of checking the classifieds! ✩

Who among us would have ever put these two together. ✩

Who would have thought we would have been attending this wedding. ✩

(Yes, even some must have said) “Wow - did she luck out.” ✩

Ruth went out gleaning because that was the right and reasonable thing 
to do for a widow.

     
Ruth went out gleaning because she chose to be where she was supposed 

to be.
     
Ruth went out gleaning because she had a good and godly attitude about 

the events of life.

     Sometimes God’s people just need to do this just be where they are.  At times,  I have to say that to my children.  
Sometimes my children will say that this-or-that is happening and I say, “Right now, just be where you are.”  In 
fact, at times I have to say that to myself.

     We all need to remind ourselves that we need to be where we are . . .  doing what we should be doing . . . with 
the attitude which is right and good, as we do it.  Just be where you are, focused on what you should be doing, 
and with the spirit of one who believes that this is what God has for them -- at least for now --  maybe nor forever, 
maybe for only years -- but then again . . . . maybe for years and/or the rest of our life -- whatever -- wherever . . . . 

do what is right • 
do what is good • 
do what is needful • 
do what is proper and appropriate • 
do the wise and sensible • 

Whatever -- wherever . . . .
be where you should be• 
focused on what you’re paid to focus on• 
working as you supposed to be working• 
believing that God has put you right where you are• 
trusting that the Lord knows how to move you if it is His will• 
believing that God can put all the pieces together and they will all fit in place• 
knowing that He is working out His will providentially• 
realizing that the Lord uses • 
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the plain, • 
ordinary, • 
vanilla, • 
run-of-the-mill, • 
common, • 
everyday-remarkably-ordinary-• 

. . . . experiences of life

That kind of thinking will keep God’s people . . . .
steady• 
humble• 
with a sense of purpose• 
focused• 
at rest• 
on course• 
working• 
directed• 
freed• 
with joy• 

We will look back and one day we will connect all the dots, 
either here or in eternity, and we will say & sing . . . . 

Some day life’s journey will be o’er
And I shall reach that distant shore,

I’ll sing while ent’ring Heaven’s door
“Jesus led me all the way.”

Jesus led me all the way,
Led me step by step each day;
I will tell the saints and angels

As I lay my burden down
“Jesus led me all the way.

If God should let me there review
The winding paths of earth I knew,
It would be proven clear and true

Jesus led me all the way.

And hitherto my Lord has led,
Today He guides each step I tread,
And soon in Heav’n it will be said

Jesus led me all the way.



Pg - 32

     We never have to feel trapped by circumstances 
and situations because we’re not.  Because Jesus 
can lead us and guide us in ways that . . . 

we could never have perceive as Him • 
working in our lives.   
we may never have see remotely • 
connected
we would have never have thought • 
could even fit together
we never would have arranged in the • 
order they appeared
we could never have imagined as ever • 
work together for any good
we never would have put together as • 
steps moving down a path of blessing

 . . . . yet ways that were all surprisingly ordinary.

     Boaz says and does what he did because he’s 
really a selfless and compassionate believer.   He is 
moved by her background and her story.  He is also 
one who carries through on what he is moved by, 
and tells his workers to ignore the letter of the law, 
and show grace.

The law states that the gleaners like Ruth were  ✔

only allowed to glean in the corners of the field.
&

The law states that when you cut down the  ✔

barley, if some of it falls on the ground, the 
harvesters are now allowed to pick it up --  (cp. 
Leviticus 19:9-10; 23:22).

     However, Boaz says to the men . . . 

Allow her to go outside of the corners - Ruth  ✔

2:15
&

Let some handfuls of barley fall onto the ground  ✔

on purpose - Ruth 2:16  

Can you imagine all these 
little piles of barley dotting the 

ground because the reapers 
are purposefully dropping 

handfuls?  

     They are probably chuckling,  looking and 
laughing at each other as they carry out what Boaz 
has encouraged them to do.  

     It is obvious that they fully carried out what 
Boaz had asked of them because at the end Ruth 
carries home about 30 lbs of winnowed barely grain 
.  In fact, the reapers have done so well at fulfilling 
the words of Boaz that even Naomi is surprised at 
how much Ruth has gleaned.

     Nobody knows exactly how big an ephod 
amounted to -- some say it was thirty to fifty pounds 
of grain.  Whatever it was, Ruth could carry it home 
after it was winnowed.

     All because God is moving in invisible ways -- 
invisible because they are ways that are surprisingly 
ordinary.

Naomi In Amazement: 
“Where have you’ve been today?

Whoa -- What kind of field did you 
find?

I hope you follow the law and only 
gleanned from the corners?”

Ruth:
Well, there was this man I met .  . . .

I didn’t know anything about him, but 
he had already heard a lot about me. . . .

In fact, he even invited me to lunch . . . . 

I stowed away a little of that lunch 
(bread and corn) for you -- (compared  - 
2:14 and 2:18).

Matter-of-factly:
His name was  . . . .  . . . ugh . . . . Boaz
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The Laws Concerning Gleaning

Exodus 22:21-27• 
Leviticus 19:9-10; 23:22• 
Judges 8:2• 
Isaiah 17:5-6, 24:13• 
Jeremiah 6:9, 49:9• 
Obadiah 1:5• 
Micah. 7:1• 

Deuteronomy 24:17 - 22: 

‘Thou dost not turn aside the judgment of a 
fatherless sojourner, nor take in pledge the gar-
ment of a widow;

and thou hast remembered that a servant thou 
hast been in Egypt, and Jehovah thy God doth 
ransom thee from thence; therefore I am com-
manding thee to do this thing.

‘When thou reapest thy harvest in thy field, and 
hast forgotten a sheaf in a field, thou dost not 
turn back to take it; to the sojourner, to the fa-
therless, and to the widow, it is; so that Jehovah 
thy God doth bless thee in all the work of thy 
hands.

‘When thou beatest thine olive, thou dost not 
examine the branch behind thee; to the sojourn-
er, to the fatherless, and to the widow, it is.

‘When thou cuttest thy vineyard, thou dost 
not glean behind thee; to the sojourner, to the 
fatherless, and to the widow, it is;

and thou hast remembered that a servant thou 
hast been in the land of Egypt; therefore I am 
commanding thee to do this thing.”

Obed: “Mom, how did we end up in 
Bethlehem?”

Mom: “Because I loved Naomi and I 
loved Naomi’s God.

or

Obed: “Mom, how did you and dad 
meet?”

Mom: “It really is an amazzzzzzing 
story and you’ve heard it before AND 
you know it is too long to tell you to-
night -- no more stalling - off to bed”

or

Obed: “Grandmom (Rahab), how did 
my dad and mom meet?”

Rahab
 v

Boaz
 v

Obed
 v

Jesse
 v

David 
 v

Solomon
 v
 v
 v

Jesus

The great, great grandson of Boaz and Ruth wrote 
about the story . . . 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 
Lean not to your own understanding.

In all the ways acknowledge Him.
And He will direct your paths.

-- Proverbs 3:4-5


