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Following The Argument: 
Key Words

There are “key 
words” which are 
part of any written 
document.  They 
are key words 
because they indicate 
“relationship.” 

A simple 
example of this is 
the word “therefore.”  
When you see the 
word “therefore,” 
you recognize that what follows is a reasoned 
statement in light of what has been said.  As it has 
been so often said, “When you see “therefore,” ask 
‘What is it there for.’”

In the world of language, we have a host of 
“connectives” and/or words that indicate and point 
to a relationship of thought.  That is why these 
words (and many more) have been included in our 
language.  They indicate flow or relationship.

 therefore wherefore however  
 nevertheless but  since   
 in which also  and   
 until        both  both and  
 which  according to through

 in order that by  wherein  
 from  after  now   
 so  with  or   
 because yet  etc. etc. etc.

 
All these words have been included in our 

language so we can connect and flow what is being 
communicated, so we can follow the thinking of the 
speaker or writer.

Following The Flow
Of The Text

     There is a FLOW of thought that marks the 
“grammatical” books of the Bible.  The content 
of these grammatical books and their different 
sections are all moving somewhere!  There is an 
argument being made, and there is a progression 
to the argument.  The book of Philippians is not 
meant to be “chopped up” into theological topi-
cal sections, but to fit together as a whole.  That 
is not to say that the epistles do not change topics 
and even offer some short, terse admonitions, 
separate from the argument.  Nevertheless, there 
is a flow of argument in the epistles and in the 
book of Philippians. 

Look for the flow, rather than grabbing a • 
particular theological topic found in the verse 
or passage.

Pay attention to connective, prepositions, and • 
transitional words which reveal the flow the 
argument.

Keep reminding yourself that there is a point • 
which will be made, or is being made, in this 
verse or passage. 

With Paul, understand that he is very profi-• 
cient in the use of the Greek language.  His 
sentence structure can become very intricate.

Look for “key words” which reveal the flow • 
of the general argument which is being made 
(Ephesians: “walk”).

Follow
The

Flow

The Role Of Prepositions
Prepositions Defined: 

 “A preposition sits before a noun or a pronoun to show that word’s relationship to another nearby word.”
 “Preposition: shows a relationship between its object and another word in a sentence”
 “A preposition introduces a prepositional phrase. . . . “He was sitting on the chair.

aboard
about
above
across
after
against
along
amid
among
around
as
at
behind
below

beneath
beside
between
beyond
but
by
concerning
considering
despite
down
during
except
excluding
following

for
from
in
inside
into
like
near 
of
on / onto
opposite
outside
over
past
regarding

round
save
since
than
through
to / toward
under
unlike
until
up
upon
with
within
without

There are 150 different prepositions
in the English language.

This list includes number of the most common.
In Greek, prepositions are also combined with verbs to form compound 

words -- i.e. βαίνω means “to throw” and when  κατά (“down”) is 
added as a prefix it means to throw down - Revelation 12:10

In Greek, a preposition can also be attached to a verb to make a noun - 
“ministers” I Cor 4:1-- ὑπηρ  έτης / hypēr  étēs 

under + to row = underower
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The Role Of Conjunctions
“Greek is a very precise language because it has so many connectives. They connect thoughts (clauses, sen-
tences, and paragraphs). . . . As a matter of fact, these conjunctions and connectors show the direction of the 
author’s thought. They often are crucial in determining what exactly he is trying to communicate. -- Bob Utley

*******************************
“What you are going to find, too, is that Greek uses conjunctions significantly differently than we do. 

The standard Greek sentence starts with a conjunction. They rarely start sentences without conjunctions. 

And so, what you have in Greek are all these words and you are sitting here in English and you go, “I don’t 
know what to do with this word because we do not start sentences with conjunctions.” -- Robert Mounce

********************************
“. . . . conjunctions are those small linking words that help show the author’s flow of thought. This is the main 
thing I am trying to get at here: when you start seeing connections, instead of just reading through from one 
phrase to the next to the next, I want you to stop and say, 

“Wait a minute. Okay, I have gone onto another phrase. 
  What is its connection? 
  How is it connected?  
  How is it defining it? 
  What is it defining?  
  How does it relate to the preceding phrases or to the following phrases?” 

So, conjunctions help a lot on the author’s flow of thought.”                                         -- Robert Mounce

The Flow or Argument - Conjunctions & Prepositions
     

     As Steven Runge states, “By looking at how Paul phrased things in Greek, we can see the progression of his 
thoughts.  The phrasing of every sentence in the New Testament presupposes decisions about communication -- 
the same kinds of decisions we make every day. . . . Choice implies meaning.  If I choose to say something this 
way as opposed to that way, I must have a reason for doing so.”
     Paul has made choices in the use of words, phrases, conjunctions, prepositions, various forms of adjectives 
and adverbs.  Those choices are made with an aim at best framing the intended thought which is being commu-
nicated, or communication objectives.  There are different ways to communicate an idea or concept, and Paul, 
like us, chooses the words and constructions to accomplish his intended communication goal.” 

-- Steven Runge, Philippians

***********************************************************************

“We’re taught basic conjunction, or words that cojoin -- “and,” “yet,” “or,” “but” -- from an early age . . . . 
conjunctions also relay causal relationship, explain reasons, facilitate inference, and perhaps most significantly, 
linked together independent clauses.  Conjunctions thus act as signposts in the text, assisting in the develop-
ment of the line of argument and directing the flow of thought in a pass of Scripture.  Reading Scripture with-
out giving attention to conjunctions is like driving on an unfamiliar street without reading the road signs. 

Conjunctions such as “because,” “since,” “so that,” and “in order that” tend to direct relationship between state-
ments in Scripture, often with nuanced distinction. . . . 

When, for instance, Paul begins Ephesians 4 with “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, urge you to walk 
worthy of the calling you have received,” you should recognize this and the following verses as applications 
contingent on the passage preceding it.

In any discourse a cohesive line of argument is also dependent upon the conjunctions and prepositions that tie 
the pieces together . . . conjunctions indicate a change in direction.”

 -- Inductive Bible Study, Al Fuhr


