
Just read the book published by "Barnabas Piper."  Ugh! 
Yes, Barnabas Piper is one of the sons of Dr. John Piper.

Where do I start?  

Well, I first read the early/allowed pages on my Kindle for free.   Wasn't sure I wanted to buy it yet.  Just 
a few pages in  -- that's where the “ugh” response showed up.  

Let me read a few reviews on the book.  Maybe it's just the beginning pages that is producing my 
response.

I then read a few reviews of the book, as well as a couple of interviews - some general, others mostly 
generic, much like the endorsements on and of the book. 

"Barnabas Piper is the son of . . . . He writes from the vantage of a PK and describes it various trials. . . . 
How to trust God when you faith is wavering . . . . A book about PKs that wasn't critical."
Then, one of the personal interviews of Barnabas Piper again confirmed my initial response - Ugh!

Religious New Service: What is one thing people would be shocked to learn about the Piper 
household?

Barnabas Piper: Depends on who you ask. Those who are huge fans might be surprised to know 
that our family has a lot of tensions and quirks. We have dysfunction and conflict. We don’t 
always get along very well. It’s not the idyllic repository of peace and knowledge they might 
have painted a picture of in their heads. 

Now, I understand that we now live in the “millennial kingdom,” the age of millenials whose mentality 
exalts transparency, but really!  Barnabas had to characterize the Piper family as dysfunctional and not 
getting along very well, to be authentic or real I imagine?

That interview also included another “window” of transparency, with a link back to an article on the 
described event.

RNS: A while back, your dad rather publicly enacted church discipline on your brother, and even 
excommunicated him from the church. Did you support this at the time? 

BP: I understood. “Support” might be a bit too strong because it was too sad to be supportive of. 
My brother at that time was not a believer, by his own admission. So it was a case of removal 
from church membership after years of trying to restore him. Also to say my dad did the discipline 
isn’t quite fair. It was a decision by a board of elders. In all, I understood why it happened based 
on the church’s membership standards, but I always felt the sense that it had to do with the 
“manage your household” criteria out of 1 Timothy too. And that made it feel like something 
unique to a family in our position.



Now, I really resisted paying the price to purchase the book, but I thought that if I was going to comment 
on it, I must read it from cover to cover - and paid the price and read it!

My response has only deepened - ugh - ugh  

• What a shame that we have to hang out these bitter feelings of a PK. 
• Here we go, an embittered PK who trashes his father and family publicly and extensively.
• "Barnabas Piper" inherently stands out as a PK, and by publishing a book, no less this 

book on PKs, and a book that criticized his father more covertly than even overtly, he ends up 
profiting off of his dad’s name (I am not convinced that the book would have even come to such 
attention if it did not have the Piper name on it. - You are obviously welcome to come to your own 
conclusions.)

• He states that he is not intent on hurting anyone. Saying that your intent is not to hurt 
anyone, does not equate with not doing such.  Children are killed everyday in tragic accidents (i.e. 
hit by an automobile while chasing a ball between parked cars).  Without any intent, but they are 
still dead.

    
The interview also included the following statement, which in my opinion mirrored the book as to its 
general approach. 

BP: I was a pretty good kid growing up, at least in terms of illegal activity and the like. The big 
things I got in trouble for were mainly being argumentative–with everyone–and lying. I got myself 
in some sticky spots both ways. My biggest struggles came after I moved out of the house when 
the little lies of childhood stopped being so little. 

Throughout the interview, there was seemingly no ownership of the impact of his wrong-doing.  Like I 
stated, I found the same approach throughout his book.  It all came across as rather smug!  Little to 
nothing which came close to personal responsibility, or an apology for his role in what he states was a 
dysfunctional family.

It reminded me of those testimonies often heard from  "this-or-that-Ex-sinner“ who mentions the wrong-
doing, but leaves out what ought to also be said.  It potentially causes the listeners to think . . . 

“I guess it isn’t that bad to get into all kinds of rebellious behavior.  Listen to him/her.  He/she has made 
it!  In fact it looks and sounds like things are really going quite well.  I imagine it isn’t that bad!  You can 
always just turn around and all is well.”

“Little lies of childhood stopped being so little.” -  Good comment and Barnabas has the right to leave it 
there, say nothing more.  It’s his interview.  

Yet, what an opportunity to accept some of the responsibility for what took place in the home, and for 
identifying how those actions, by me,  continually made it difficult for dad, the family, and the ministry. 
  For some level of personal regret, then, or now as he looks back .  But it is his interview and book - 
you can put in and leave out what you think is important and helpful.  It's your book - if you want to 
blame the church, your dad, the family, the Christian culture -- You can blame those, others, some of 
them, more than them, or less than them -- if you want - whatever - it's your book.



In the book, if my word search was accurate, the word “responsibility” occurs three times, and 
“responsible” once --  and none of those time did it come up in relationship to Barnabas or PKs.  

Although he references the fact that his story includes failures, and sin - I do not come close to detecting 
tone, or a real awareness, which speaks of the part he played in the drama that seemingly played out in the 
Piper family because of his and/or his brother’s actions.  

Although Barnabas states,

“I have been hard on pastors throughout this book . . . .I want to say that PKs are blessed to have 
parents who devote their lives to serving Jesus . . .So thank you, pastors (and spouses).”  

I could not find where he ever takes the opportunity to finally and fully say something like -- 

  “Thank you Dad and mom for dragging me through to adulthood, and forgive me for the pain 
and hurt I caused our family and so many others.”

I would hope that indeed I missed some nuance or something that communicates a real sense of remorse 
for the role he played in it all, or that he was "lost" at the time (which he also strongly denies - "thou 
protest too much" in my opinion.)

Interestingly, Dr. Piper wrote some of the opening pages of this book.  He states in that introduction . . .  

“Was it painful for me to read this book?” The answer is yes…First, it exposes sins and 
weaknesses and imperfections in me. Second, it is not always clear which of its criticisms attach to 
me and the church I love. Third, this is my son, and he is writing out of his own sorrows. 

The “Second” statement implies that maybe it was the church which bears some level of responsibility 
(whatever level it be, a lot?  or little?, I don't know?  Whatever, but it is not all you).

One of the statements I did find thought provoking and even interesting was, 

BP: The biggest negative was not connecting with God in a personal way. My dad’s view of, and 
relationship with, God is so big and so powerful that it looked like the only way to come to God. 
But it didn’t work for me. It wasn’t until I was out of college and things kind of fell apart for me 
that I encountered God’s grace and the person of Jesus in a profound way on my own.

Obviously, I find this statement interesting because I happen to agree with it.  It may, or may not be an 
accurate observation?  I can only say that I find it insightful!  It struck home with me because I have seen 
what is being described.  

I do believe that parents, and especially pastors, and especially “calvinistic” pastors (of which I would 
include myself), can construct such a big, high, holy, construct, that it seems if a believer loves him 
anything less than that, there can be no relationship with Him.  The average "Joe" just can never measure 
up.  The choices are - love God desperately and be satisfied in Him alone, or fly coach, be second class.  
There is little to no room for real struggle, ups and downs, less than "all our hearts."



Barnabas repeated cites how many PK’s he has spoken with around the country. He speaks of how many 
PKs have fallen away, and how many live their lives for Him.  

I have no idea what that means in a real and meaningful way.  I tried to keep a tally of the actual PKs 
quoted, I got to around 20 different ones - but that maybe fuzzy because I was uncertain at times whether 
it was a real person or a "general person."

So I am not sure what credibility or meaning can be assigned to Barnabas'  informal, general, duplicate, 
and/or uncited sources.  He may say, “So many PKs carry so much pain and anger and sorrow with 
them,” but I cannot give weight to these words “so many,” based on what Barnabas supplied!

What started me writing this book review was the bitter tone and shamless approach to writing a book 
about PKs.  You can state that you do not speak for all or most, but that clearly is not the tone of the book.

I want to say THANK YOU to the hundreds of PKs who were examples in the church to other 
families, fellow teens, and their brothers and sisters.  Thank you for being than youthful example, 
and surely for those and others who struggled in the arena, fought the good fight (and it is a good 
fight), and were not bitter, but enjoyed the ministry, along with mom and dad!  

A special thanks to our four PKs!  

When mom and I die, we are leaving behind four more soldiers to take our place, and 12 in training 
should our Lord tarry!


